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Introduction to Naturalization  



Our collaborative 
includes eight nonprofit 
agencies: 

- API Legal Outreach 

- Catholic Charities of the  

East Bay 

- Centro Legal De La Raza 

- East Bay Sanctuary  

Covenant 

-International Institute of  

the Bay Area 

-- International Rescue  

Committee 

- Jewish Family &  

Community Services East  

Bay 

- Korean Community  

Center of the East Bay 

 

-*New Americans 

Campaign Partner* 
East Bay Sanctuary Covenant 



 

THE EAST BAY NATURALIZATION COLLABORATIVE  WAS ESTABLISHED 
TO HELP MORE MEMBERS OF  OUR COMMUNITY BECOME CITIZENS OF 

THE UNITED STATES. WE HOST UP TO NINE NATURALIZATION 
WORKSHOPS A YEAR THROUGHOUT THE EAST BAY.  

 

WE HELP THOUSANDS  APPLY FOR CITIZENSHIP EACH YEAR AND 
COMPLETE AT LEAST 800 APPLICATIONS . WITH THE HELP OF 

VOLUNTEERS LIKE YOU, WE CONTINUE TO HELP THOUSANDS MORE.
  

 

working together to serve our 
community  



Should I be volunteering? 
I do not know anything about naturalization law  



immigration  status 

People in the USA 

U.S. Citizens  

(USC) 

Undocumented/  

Out of Status 

Immigrants 

ÅGreen card holders 

ÅLegal Permanent Resident (LPR) 

ÅNationals 

Non-immigrants 
ÅTourists 

ÅStudents 

ÅHigh-Tech Workers 

Deferred Action 

Noncitizens 

     

    Deferred Action 

© East Bay  Naturalization Collaborative  



how to become a US citizen 

Three ways to obtain US citizenship 
1.Acquisition ï Birth/By Blood/By Soil  

2.Derivation  - Obtained when one parent becomes a citizen and  
child  is LPR under 18 in  the US ï naturalization  does it  by  
operation of law. 

3.Naturalization  

Birth  

Acquisition  
Child (under  18) 

Derivation  

Green card to 
citizenship through  
parent s 
naturalization  

Adult (18 and over) 

Naturalization  

Green card to  
citizenship through  
naturalization  

Birth  

© East Bay  Naturalization Collaborative  



what is naturalization?  

 

Naturalization is the process by which U.S. 
citizenship is granted to a foreign citizen or 

national  after the applicant fulfills the 
requirements established by Congress in the 

Immigration and National Act (INA).  

                                                            -USCIS 

© East Bay  Naturalization Collaborative  



 

 

 

 

NATURALIZATION  

PROCCESS  

Submit  
Application To  

USCIS 

Å N-400  
 
ÅFee or fee waiver  application 
 
ÅSupporting Documents 

Biometrics  
Appointment  

ÅFingerprint  
 
ÅPhotos taken 

Naturalization  
Interview  

ÅEnglish  Test 
 
ÅCivics Test 



benefits of being a citizen 

ÃBenefits 
Ä Right to live in the US (almost impossible to be deported) 

Ä Right to vote 

Ä Right to travel (and hold US Passport) 

Ä Right to hold federal jobs 

Ä Right to petition for certain family members to immigrant  

Ä Right to certain public  benefits 

Ä Right to live in another country without losing right to come back to 
the US 

ÃHow to lose citizenship 
Ä Renounce citizenship 

Ä Serve in an army at war with the US 

Ä Become a high level government official in another  country  

© East Bay  Naturalization Collaborative  



What do we do at workshops? 



Workshop  goals 

·screen clinic clients for eligibility  

 

·help those with clear naturalization cases prepare 
their application; help those eligible with fee waivers   

 

·help those with complex cases get more information  
and advice from experts 

 

·have experts review applications at the final station 

 



Workshops are set up to help  
those with clear cases prepare  
their applications.  

 
If a red flag issue comes up or  
you are not sure whether a  
person is eligible to apply, ask a 
floater or resource person and 
make a note of it on screening 
form  

 

Look out 
for red 

flags  



 
 
 
 
Workshop Set -Up  

 

Set-up will  vary 
depending on  resources 
available and  the 
community we are  
serving. 

 

·Station 1: Registration/Check-In  

·Station 2: Screening for eligibility 
and red flag issues 

 Station 3: Attorney Consultation  

·Station 4: Fill out fee waivers 

·Station 5: Fill out N -400  
Application for Naturalization  

·Station 6: Final review by 
Attorney  

·Station 7: Check-Out 

 



EBNatz Clinic Flow Chart 

Check-in pre-registered and walk-in applicant.  Give applicant the 
green packet w/ applicant #  Have applicant sign Limited Liability 
form  Direct applicant to Station 2. 

Go through pre-screening form with applicant. If there are any 
yes  answers,  contact station lead or send to Station 3  for an 

attorney consultation, otherwise send to  Station 4 (Fee Waiver) or 
5 (Form Filling). 

Attorney to give consultations for  red flag cases and green light  
to  continue. 

Fill out fee waiver form I-912 if applicant has means tested benefit 
or has verification that household incomes is below amount per I-
912P chart.   

Fill out the N-400 with applicant. Black ink only. Make sure to ask  
applicant all questions and have applicant sign N-400. Preparer 
and interpreter (if used)  signs N-400 also.   

Final review for quality control and  review any red flags. Write 
final  instructions. Direct to Station 7 for check  out. 

Collect green packet w/ applicant #. Give  applicant envelope for 
mailing and review  final instructions. Check applicant out using  
applicant log sheets. Direct applicant to  resource table. 

Station 1 :  
Registration 

Station 2:  
Intake/  

Screening 

Station 3:  
Attorney  

Consultation 

Station 4:  
Fee Waiver 

(I912) 

Station 5:  
Form Filling 

(N400) 

Station 6:  
Experts/ Final  

Review 

Station 7:  
Check out/  

Resource Table 
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