East Bay Naturalization Collaborative
HELPING PEOPLE BECOME CITIZENS

O

Introduction to Naturalization

THIS WEBINAR ISINTENDED TO INTRODUCE
NEW VOLUNTEERS TO NATURALIZATION LAW




Our collaborative
includes eight nonprofit

agencies:

- API Legal Outreach

- Catholic Charities of the
East Bay

- Centro Legal De La Raza
- East Bay Sanctuary
Covenant

International Institute of
the Bay Area

- International Rescue
Committee

- Jewish Family &
Community Services East
Bay

- Korean Community
Center of the East Bay

*New Americans
Campaign Partner*

East Bay Naturalization Collaborative
HELPING PEOPLE BECOME CITIZENS
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working together to serve our
community

O

THE EAST BAY NATURALIZATION COLLABORATIVE WAS ESTABLISHED
TO HELP MORE MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY BECOME CITIZENS OF
THE UNITED STATES. WE HOST UP TO NINE NATURALIZATION
WORKSHOPS A YEAR THROUGHOUT THE EAST BAY.

WE HELP THOUSANDS APPLY FOR CITIZENSHIP EACH YEAR AND
COMPLETE AT LEAST 800 APPLICATIONS . WITH THE HELP OF
VOLUNTEERS LIKE YOU, WE CONTINUE TO HELP THOUSANDS MORE.




Should I be volunteering?
| do not know anything about naturalization law




Immigration status

Peoplein the USA

Out of Status

U.S. Citizens Undocumented/
(USC)

|
Immigrants Non-immigrants

AGreencardholders ATourists

ALegalPermanenResident_PR) AStudents
ANationals AHighTechNorkers y

DeferredAction
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how to becomea US citizen

O

Three ways to obtain US citizenship
1 Acquisition T Birth/By Blood/By Soil

2.Derivation - Obtained when one parent becomes a citizen and
child is LPR under 18 in the US T naturalization does it by
operation of law.

3.Naturalization

Child (under 18)

Acquisition
d T Adult (18 andover)
Derivation

Green card to

citizenship through
parent s
naturalization

Naturalization

Green card to
citizenship through
naturalization
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Naturalization is the process by which U.S.

citizenship Is granted to a foreign citizen or
national after the applicant fulfills the

requirements established by Congress in the
Immigration and National Act (INA).

-USCIS



. AN-400
Submit

Application To : o
USCIS AFee or fee waiver application

ASupporting Documents

NATURALIZATION AFingerprint

Biometrics

PROCCESS AppOINtMENt (5 E AT

AEnglish Test
Naturalization o
Interview ACivics Test




benefits of being a citizen
O
A Benefits

A Right to live in the US (almost impossible to be deported)
Right to vote

Right to travel (and hold US Passport)

Right to hold federal jobs

Right to petition for certain family members to immigrant
Right to certain public benefits

Right to live in another country without losing right to come backto
the US

A How to lose citizenship
A Renouncecitizenship
A Serve in anarmy at war with the US
A Become ahigh level government official in another country

> P Pt P P P
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What do we do at workshops?




screen clinic clients for eligibility

help those with clear naturalization cases prepare
their application; help those eligible with fee walivers

help those with complex cases get more information
and advice from experts

have experts review applications at the final station



Workshops are set up to help
those with clear cases prepare  L@akooiit

their applications. forredd

fhgss

If a red flag issue comes up or
you are not sure whether a
person is eligible to apply, ask a
floater or resource person and
make a note of it on screening
form



Workshop Set -Up . Station 1: Registration/Check-In
. Station 2: Screening for eligibility
(?eeggrl?dvi\glglg (;/r?r?/esources and red ﬂag iSSUGS
?Xi'ﬁﬂf@nﬁeﬂe@ Station 3: Attorney Consultation
serving. . Station 4: Fill out fee waivers

. Station 5: Fill out N -400
Application for Naturalization

- Station 6: Final review by
Attorney

. Station 7: Check-Out




No red flagissuessendto Sation 4or 5
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Serd major red flagisaues t

dSation 3
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EBNatz CliniElowChart

Station 1 :
Registration

Station 2: )
Intake/
Screening

Station 3:
Attorney
\ Consultation

Station 4: )

Fee Waiver

(1912)
[ Station 5: )
Form Filling

(N400)

(— Station 6.
Experts/ Final
Review

~ .

Station 7:
Check out/

| Resource Table

Checkin preregistered and wakn applicant. Give applicant the
green packet w/ applicant # Have applicant dignited Liability
form Direct applicant to Station 2.

Go through prescreening form with applicant. If there are any

yes answers, contact station lead or send to Station 3 for an
attorney consultation, otherwise send to Station 4 (Fee Waiver) or
5 (Form Filling).

Attorney to give consultations for red flag cases agreen light
to continue.

Fill out fee waiver form912 if applicant has means tested benefit
or has verification that household incomes is below amount per |
912P chart.

Fill out the N-400 with applicant Blackink only. Make sureto ask
applicantall questionsand have applicant sign N-400. Preparer
andinterpreter (if used) signsN-400alsa

Final review for quality control and review any red flags. Write
final instructions. Direct to Station 7 for check out.

Collect green packet w/ applicant #. Give applicant envelope for
mailing and review final instructions. Check applicant out using
applicant log sheets. Direct applicant to resource table.



Date:

. ——— Contact Information Applicant TD#:
7> P —
E.*;:;‘.i”.::;:k;";::a@';: Name (First, Last):
DOB: / / Telephone Number: ( ) - Need Interpreter? Language:
Address: City: Zip:
(Circle) MALE FEMALE Country of Origin: Nationality:
Number of Minor Lawful Permanent Resident Children: How did yvou hear about us?
STATION CHECKILIST
STATION INITIAL Sf:TISN TIMESTAMP
1 REGISTRATION 2
SCREENING

1) Participant wants to try for fee waiver? O YES O NO
2) Language Assessment, if applicable:
O Exemption Applies O Disability Waiver?
O Further Assessment Needed
2 Okay to proceed? O YES 0 NO
If no, does participant insist upon applying? O YES O NO
3) Notes:

3 CONSULTATION Attorney or qualified legal representative only)
1) Recommended to proceed? O YES O NO

FEE WAIVER
1) Applicant eligible for fee waiver?
O YES: Means Tested Benefit O YES: Low Income O NO

4 2) If yes, filled out fee waiver?
O YES O NO, missing documentation:
3) Notes:
FORMS
1) Assisted applicant with: (Check alf that apply)
O N-400
5 O Selective Service addendum O Other:
2) Notes:
REVIEW: cAttorney or qualified legal representative only)
6 1) Recommended to file? O YES O NO
2) If yes, is application complete? 0O YES O NO

PACKAGING & CHECK-OUT:

1) O Application ready to file

2) O Application almost ready to file
O Missing:

7 3) O Applicant not yet recommended to file
O Reason:
O Referred to: O ESL/ Prep Classes O Agency O Next Workshop

O oOther/ Notes:




East Bay MNaturalization Collaborative
HELPING PEOPLE BECOME CITIZENS

Limited L.egal Advice Agreement

I understand and agree that the serwvices that I will receive today at the Citizenship Fair from the pro
bono attorney(s) and volunteers will be limited to providing me with a consultation and/or assisting me
in completing my naturalization application today. I understand that the pro bono attorney(s) and
volunteers assisting me today will not be representing me in my naturalization application or at my
interview., and no attorney-client relationship will be established with the pro bono attorney(s).
volunteers., or any other service provider. I also understand that is my responsibility to meet all filing
deadlines. prepare for my interview. and go to all immigration interviews o1 appointiments. I am also
responsible for notifying USCIS of any change in my address. I agree to provide complete and outhful
information needed for completing the forms to the attorneys and volunteers who are assisting me today.
I understand that failure to provide complete and truthful information to the attormeys and volunteers
assisting me today could result in the delay or denial of my application. or even in the initiation of
deportation proceedings. Additionally, I consent to having my wisual image displayed in photographs.
video. telewvision and other broadcast and published materials in the event of media coverage of the
Citizenship Fair. I understand that this information is confidential and will not be disclosed without mv
consent. I have read this Agreement or it has been read to me in a language that I understand and by
signing it, I agree to its terms.

Applicant’s Printed WName Applicant’s Signature

Dated:

Tramnslator’s Certificate

I. . hereby certify that I am capable of translating into
(language) and I have accurately translated the abowve Limited ILegal Service
Agreement into this language. I have read. understood. and signed the confidentiality agreement.
Additionally. T agree to accurately translate all materials and discussion today.

Translator’s Printed Name Translator’s Signature

Dated:




STATION 2: Eligibility Screening and Assessment Form

Applicant ID#

Resident Since (see residency card) / / (Circle)
1. Married to US Clitizen or gained residency through VAWA (based on marriage to US Citizen)? YES NO
A If yes: Has at least 2 years and 9 months of residency? YES NO
B. If no: Has at least 4 years and 9 months of residency? YES NO
If WO to A and B, applicant is not yvet eligible. Refer to STATION 7 to check-out.
2. Are either of your parents or grandparents US Citizens? YES WO
3. Are you under 18 years of age? YES NO

If YES to ecither #2 or #3, then refer to STATION 3 for a consultation.

4. How did the applicant become a lawful permanent resident?

5. Admission Code (see residency card under ““category’™):

Continuous Presence and Residency

6. Has the applicant taken any trip outside of the U.S. for 180 days or more? YES NO
7. Has the applicant been outside of the U.S. for more than 30 months in the past 5 years?
(Or more than 18 months in the past 3 years for spouses of US Citizens) YES NO

If YES to cither, then refer to STATION 3 for a consultation.

Financial Considerations:
8. Do vou want to try for a fee waiver? YES NO

Ability to read, speak and understand English
9. Applicant can read. speak and understand basic English? YES NO

If WO, then one of the following exceptions must apply to be eligible for Naturalization:

A Applicant is over 55 years old and has 15 years as a permanent resident
and is exempt from the English language requirement (55/15) YES WO

B. Applicant is over 50 years old and has 20 years as a permanent resident
and is exempt from the English language requirement (50/20) YES NO

C. Applicant is over 65 years old and has 20 years as a permanent resident
and is exempt from the English language requirement and qualifies for the
simple civics and history test (65/20) YES NO

D. Applicant has a medical disability that impairs their ability to learn or
understand English and Civics. (IN-648) YES NO

- ITINO to ALY, complete English assessment.

- If no English assessment is necessary or wanted, but has ANY Red Flags on the back, refer
to STATION 3 for a consultation.

- If there are NO ISSUES with English and/or Red Flags, refer to STATION 4 if Fee Waiver
is requested, or STATION S Form Filling if there is no fee waiver request.




Red Flags Screening Checklist

PLEASE READ!!!! TMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR EVERY CITIZENSHIP APPILICANT:

If any of the statements below are true of you, vou need to talk with an immigration expert before vou file vour
application. Be honest and accurate: Immigration has your criminal and immigration records with most of this
information. There can be serious consequences for not telling the truth on these gquestions. These statements apply
whether you are in the U.S. or anywhere in the world, from birth to the present.

YES NO Have yvouw/are you:

[ 3 1. Ewver been stopped. arrested. detained, or questioned by the police anywhere 1n the world (including traffic
wiolations, unpaid tickets) or by U.S. Immigration?

(| O 2 Ever been charged with or convicted of a cnme? (Even 1f the crime was dismussed or expunged)

[ 3 3 Been told by a judge that your record was erased or wiped clean?

(| O 4 Been armrested for or had a restraining order agamst you for domestic violence, child abuse or child neglect?

(| | 5 Did yvou ever overstay your visa/ permit or enter the U_S_ without inspection?

[ 3 6 Ever been deported, or placed in removwal proceedings?

(| | 7 Ever been in front of an immigration judge or in immigration court?

(| | 8 Currently on probation or parole?

(| O 9 Made any trips outside the TU.S. lasting more than 6 months since you got your green card or lived in another
country since you got your green card?

(| | 10. Owe taxes, or ever failed to file a requured Federal, state, or local tax return since you got your green card?

[ 3 11. Did you lie to an immigration or consulate official to get your residency or any immigration benefit or use false
documents to gain any immigration benefit or use false documents to come to the U.S_7?

(] O 12. Will you include any information in your naturalization application that contradicts anything in any other or
previous applications that you have filed with USCIS/INS (for example, children, residences or absences that
are different than those listed on your green card application)?

(| O 13. Obtained your green card through marriage, and you are now divorced or separated from that spouse?

(| | 14. Obtained your green card through a parent and you were married at the time?

(| O 15. Failed to pay child support or alimony/ spousal support?

(] O 17. Recewved (or continued to receive after eligibility ended) welfare or other government benefits by making false
statements or withholding information?

(| | 18. Traveled outside the US for more than 30 days while receiving welfare, SSI or other public benefits?

(| O 19. Claimed to be a U.S. Citizen, registered to vote or voted in a U.S. election?

(| O 20. Helped anyone (including fanmily members) cross the border 1llegally 1 anyway? (Includes providing money to
help the person cross the border)

(| | 21. Failed to register for the U.S. Selective Service? (Applies only to males who resided in the U.S. while they
were ages 18-26, regardless of whether the male had legal status or not).

To check if you are registered Visit WWW.555. 20V

(| O 22 Filed an immigration petition (Form I-130) for one of your chuldren?

[ 3 23. Do you have a spouse or children who are undocumented?

O | 24. Have you received your green card based on asylum/refugee status or through a parent who was granted
asylum or refugee status?

O | 25. Did you ever return to your country of origin after receiving asylum/refugee status?

=>>If YES to AWNY Red Flags, refer to STATION 3 for a consultation.<<

I have answered the above questions truthfully, and I understand that if any of this information is false or
incomplete I take full responsibility for the consequences, which include possible deportation.

Date:

Sicnature:




STATION 2: Enclish Assessment

Point System

Complete Answer: 2 pts
Answer is complete when
you would understand it as a
native English speaker. Any
errors must not interfere
with meaning.

Substantial Answer: 1 pt
Answer is substantial when
wvou need to interpret the
meaning.

Questions Points
WWhat's your name?
WWhat’s vour birth date?
WWhat’s yvour phone number?
SWhat’s vour address?
Are yvou married?
How many times have you been married?
Is vour husband/wife a U.S. citizen?
Do you have children? (If ves. ask how many
children the participant has.)
Do you have a job? What do you do?
WWhat country are vou from?
How long have you had yvour green card?
Why do vou want to be a U.S. citizen?

Total:

READING/DICTATION

(Choose a question for the client to read and then have the client write the answer. dictated by yvou. on the back
of this sheet.)

Question: Who can vote?
Question: Where is the capital of the U.S.?

Answer: Citizens can vote.
Answer: The capital of the U.S. is Washington D.C.

Incomplete/Incorrect
Answer: 0 pts
Amnswer is incomplete or
incorrect when it does not
answer the question at all.

1) Did client get at least 18 points on the oral?

Oy O™

2) Did client pass the reading/dictation Oy ON

If “YES!™ to 1) and 2) and participant has no other issues:

O Refer to Station 4 if participant wants to try for a fee waiver

O Refer to Station S Form Filling if participant does not want a fee waiver

If “INO!™* to either and participant has no other issues, warm participant about the English exam
Refer to Station 4 if participant still wanits to proceed and wants to try for a fee waiver.

Refer to Station S if participant still wants to proceed and does not want to fry for a fee waiver.
Refer to Station 7 (check out) if participant does not want to proceed.

O |ooo

If participant has other issues, refer to Station 3 for attorney consultation REGARDLESS of whether participant passes
Emnglish assessment or not

Notes:







